
Christopher Joseph Van Vorse
December 23, 1958 - January 25, 2025

Gloversville, NY-Christopher J. Van Vorse, born on 12/23/58 in Albany, NY
passed away, peacefully, with his family by his side on 1/25/25 in
Schenectady, NY after a short illness. 

 

To truly understand the life of Chris is to understand what it means to live a life
full of love, laughter, fun and joy. Chris was a ball of energy right from the time
he was born. His childhood was one lived outdoors playing with friends and
family, riding bikes and enjoying all the hijinks that a boy gets up to. Chris
graduated from Albany High School in 1977 and then attended the State
University at Albany. His career took off working for the State of New York for
many decades in various agencies. The highlight of his work life was when he
was Grants Manager at the Department of Parks and Recreation. There he
was able to combine his hard work ethic with travel to the outdoors all over the
state of New York. When the terror attacks happened in September of 2001,
he immediately volunteered to be deployed to Ground Zero to assist with the
hard work of helping to make the survivors and our nation whole. Although he
loved his work for NYS, he also combined his jovial and welcoming nature
with the art of bartending. He was a well-known part-time barkeep at the
Griffin and at Ralph’s Tavern. Every customer became a friend and was
embraced by his loving spirit. He loved to sing (he especially loved Journey)
and dance and took every opportunity to make every night a memorable one
for all. We can’t forget how much he loved his Pittsburgh Steelers. Win or



lose, he was their biggest fan! 
 

In the late 1990’s, Chris and his mom helped his sister move across the
country to start school in California. That weeklong trip, in a rented U-Haul,
was full of memorable moments (from the jump-seat jail to a biblical Arizonian
dust storm) that his family will cherish always. 

 

In his 40’s, Chris was thrilled to embark on the journey of fatherhood. He loved
his daughter as well as he could. Over the years, Chris dealt with some health
challenges. Throughout it all, he maintained his upbeat outlook. Chris had a
ferocious and infectious laugh. You could hear it a mile away and knew that
the owner of that laugh was someone you wanted to meet. 

 

Chris is survived by his beloved mother, Rosemary Van Slyke, his daughter,
Olivia Marie Van Vorse, his sister Rosemary (Julian) Van Erlach and Elizabeth
(George) Hudson, his nephew Cole, many cousins and an aunt. Chris was
especially close to his cousin, Jo-Ann Van Slyke, as they shared a common
verve and love of life. Chris has so many dear friends who he leaves behind,
but especially was grateful for the long friendship of Joe Grimaldi. Chris found
true love towards the end of his life in his partner Michele Merwitz; he will miss
her so. 

 

The family would especially like to thank the ICU nurses (Sarah and Chris)
and Chaplains at Ellis Hospital for their excellent care of Chris in his final
days. Truly they are angels on Earth. 

 

We will miss our Sonny Boy/Brissen more than words can say. He was always
his mother’s sunshine. 

 Donations can be made to the American Lung Association in his name. 
 

Relatives and friends are invited to visit with Christopher’s family Friday,



January 31, 2025 10:30 am to 12:00 pm at McVeigh Funeral Home, 208 North
Allen Street, Albany, NY 12206. His Funeral Service will follow at 12:00 pm.
Please enter the funeral home from the rear parking lot entrance only. 

 

To leave a message for the family please visit www.McveighFuneralHome.co
m



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 31. 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc.
208 N Allen St
Albany, NY 12206
(518) 489-0188
info@mcveighfuneralhome.com
http://www.McveighFuneralHome.com

Service

JAN 31. 12:00 PM (ET)

McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc.
208 N Allen St
Albany, NY 12206
(518) 489-0188
info@mcveighfuneralhome.com
http://www.McveighFuneralHome.com

mailto:info@mcveighfuneralhome.com
http://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/
mailto:info@mcveighfuneralhome.com
http://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/
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McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc. - January 30, 2025 at 02:08 PM

McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc. created a Tribute Video in memory of
Christopher Joseph Van Vorse

Christina Buck - February 03, 2025 at 01:18 AM

Rosemary and Elizabeth, I am so sorry to hear about the death of
your son and brother. Sending you much love from Oregon.
Christina and Linda Buck

Bryan Hanley - February 02, 2025 at 05:01 AM

Very sorry to hear the passing of Chris, my condolences to his
family and friends and may God comfort everyone through this
difficult time. Rest in peace Brother.

John Snow - February 01, 2025 at 07:26 PM

You are gone but never forgotten my friend. https://youtu.be/jpP0b_
CQQi4?si=4KcSGBfJxlnAsSaH

https://youtu.be/jpP0b_CQQi4?si=4KcSGBfJxlnAsSaH
https://youtu.be/jpP0b_CQQi4?si=4KcSGBfJxlnAsSaH
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McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc. - January 31, 2025 at 10:36 AM

13 files added to the album LifeTributes

McVeigh Funeral Home, Inc. - January 30, 2025 at 02:06 PM

35 files added to the album LifeTributes

Rosemary Van Vorse - January 29, 2025 at 10:54 PM

Rosemary Van Vorse purchased the Full Of Love
Bouquet for the family of Christopher Joseph Van
Vorse.

https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Rosemary Van Vorse - January 29, 2025 at 10:54 PM

Rosemary Van Vorse planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Christopher
Joseph Van Vorse.

Rosemary and Julian - January 29, 2025 at 10:18 PM

Rosemary and Julian purchased the Divine Peac
e Bouquet for the family of Christopher Joseph
Van Vorse.

Rosemary and Julian - January 29, 2025 at 10:18 PM

Rosemary and Julian planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Christopher
Joseph Van Vorse.

Michele merwitz - January 28, 2025 at 04:51 PM

Chris I miss you already with all my heart my love , it’s hard waking
up without seeing your face every morning , I sure was not
expecting it, we have great memories together the past 4 years , we
had something very special my love, we loved hard , we laughed
hard . Such beautiful memories , my heart go out to his mother
Rosemary and his sister Elizabeth, we will all miss him , until we
meet again my love .

https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Deb Smith - January 28, 2025 at 01:28 PM

I’m so sorry to hear of Chris’s passing. He and I started on the same
day at New York State Parks and Rec. We worked together for quite
a while and had some good times together, especially when our
whole group used to go to Purple Pub for lunch. My condolences to
his family. 
Deb Smith

Mary Kay Albert - January 28, 2025 at 08:41 AM

Thoughts and prayers go out to Chris’ family. Chris was a good guy
who always had a smile for you. RIP Chris

Mary Kay Allbert - January 28, 2025 at 08:37 AM

Mary Kay Allbert lit a candle in memory of
Christopher Joseph Van Vorse

ANDREA Power - January 27, 2025 at 02:54 PM

I am so saddened by the passing of my cousin Christopher, he was
a sweet little boy we used to play with when visiting our
grandparents. Condolences to his mother and his two sisters. 

  
Cousin Andrea





January 27, 2025 at 11:57 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Christopher Joseph Van Vorse.

https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcveighfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

